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Wohl, Louis The Quiet Light 
Lippincott. Aug. 16, 1950. 317p. $3.00. 


The life brilliant philosopher and theologian, 
intellectual giant whose effect the development 
the mind western civilization almost incalculable 
and only recently reappreciated, would seem 
rather esoteric material for novel. Fiction not 
geared the metaphysical; the intense adventure 
penetrating the mysteries essence and existence, 
climing the steep and slippery approaches causality 
through the rarefied upper atmosphere man’s poten- 
tialities for knowledge too romantic for romance. 
should not surprising disappointing, therefore, 
find that The Quiet Light, although described 
novel St. Thomas and although 
shows us, from time time, the physical bulk 
Thomas d’Aquino, makes little attempt plumb the 
philosophical depths the problems 
cupied that extraordinary mind. But does 
edge the intellectual eminence the man and shows 
reverent appreciation for the eminence spirit, the 
capacity for ardent love God that made Thomas 
Aquinas less saint than savant. 


Thomas Aquinas was born into land and age 
shaken the tremors new nationalism thrusting 
through the wreckage out-moded feudalism and 
further distracted the international upheaval 
tending the Crusades. And new anticlericalism, 
new paganism was trying overwhelm and unseat the 
spiritual authority the Popes and substitute the 
dictatorship the State the person the Emperor. 
Much the story this fourth successful and satisfy- 
ing historical novel author Wohl concerned 
with the efforts the Emperor Frederick Sicily 
destroy the spiritual supremacy the Pope and 
subjugate Christian law the sterner domination 
pagan tyranny. The reader shown this struggle from 
the side the imperial court, which the fortunes 
the D’Aquino family, devoted followers Frederick, 
become involved. 

When Frederick orders the destruction the Bene- 
dictine abbey Monte Cassino, Thomas Aquinas 
saved from the burning ruin English knight, 
Sit Piers Rudde. Thomas then stocky boy thir- 
teen and oblate the order Saint Benedict. 
slow speak, quiet, and might give the appearance 
being stolid and stupid. But has active mind 
behind the quiet mien. meets Dominican 


preacher, and decides offer himself the order 
St. Dominic, not only because attracted the 
stricter rule poverty, but also avoid the political 
preferment which his family might obtain for him 
the abbey Monte Cassino. kidnapped his 
brothers, the behest his Countess mother, and 
held prisoner one the family’s castles with the 
hope that will change his mind. But proves the 
stronger his determination and escapes study 
the imperial university Naples and from 
there teach Paris. But this only recurring 
account the broader scope the story. The English 
Piers Rudde is, you will conclude, the real hero the 
romance, even though his love for Thomas’s sister 
Theodora doomed unrequited. Piers’ purpose 
life seems watch over and care for the 
several members the Aquinas family, even joining 
the second tragic Crusade led Louis France 
order protect Theodora’s husband, Ruggiero San 
Severino. 


But the novel continually interesting, skillfully 
enough put together, and has the flavor authenticity. 
Those who admired the author’s previous work, The 
Living Wood, Throne the World, and Imperial 
Renegade will not disappointed with The Quiet 
Light. But novel Saint Thomas Aquin remains 
written, indeed novel can ever written 
about great man’s mind and heart and will. Better 
call this novel tale the thirteenth century 
which Saint Thomas Aquinas appears. 


Grady, S.J., 


University Scranton 
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(With Walker’s Rise and Walk) 
Guareschi, Giovanni 
The Little World Don Camillo 
Pellegrini Cudahy. Aug. 15, 1950. 205p. $2.75. 


Don Camillo the parish priest small town 
Northern Italy, along the river Po. big and 
burly man, simple, impulsive, sensitive and completely 
devoted his vocation. has habit talking over 
his every problem, his ambitions, his irritations, his 
failures and his hopes with Christ his little church; 
and Christ has often point out inconsistencies, 
caution restraint, advise prudence, suggest alterna- 
tives, sometimes simply forbid. Most Don 
Camillo’s troubles involve the Mayor the town, 
fellow named Peppone who big and burly, 
impulsive and shrewd and sensitive, too, Don 
Camillo. Peppone is, declares, communist, and 
has been using the standard phrases the Party 
long and often that has become quite fluent. 
surprised one day hear himself spouting those 
phrases and realize that they mean nothing him. 
But, course, Peppone and many his henchmen are 
special brand communist: they Church, they 
even approve Don Camillo, although never such 
manner embarrass themselves. Indeed, one 
soon discerns that Peppone and Don Camillo, for all 
their threats mutually, and for all their apparent en- 
mity, are such friends feel need for each other 
they respect each other. The episodes their an- 
tagonism make delightful, thoroughly captivating read- 
ing. The little world Don Camillo very human 
world, indeed, and full honest humor. You will 
laugh many times aloud; and there will times when 
sudden tear catches your throat. And you will 
nod your head the wisdom these tales. There 
was, for instance, the day that Peppone finally made 
his confession after eighteen years, and Don Camillo 
was somewhat chagrined and relieved know that 
there was little reason for him impose more than 
twenty Our Fathers and twenty Aves penance. 
wanted box Peppone’s ears. talked the 
matter over with Christ, while Peppone was kneeling 
the sanctuary rail not far away. Christ reminded 
Don Camillo that his hands were consecrated give 
blessings not beatings. was only was turning 
away from the altar, after admitting the truth 
Christ’s observation that Don Camillo suddenly realized 
that his foot had not been anointed. Peppone sighec 
and remarked only that had been expecting the 
kick for the past ten minutes and felt better now that 
had been administered. You will want know 
how Don Camillo got the money build his Recrea- 
tion Center; how dealt with the din the loud 
speakers the Communist rally; how solved the 
difficult problem the strike the farm hands which 
threatened starve the cows; how the regional boxing 
champion was knocked out stranger beard and 
overcoat; and what happened when Don Camillo was 
sent away for rest mountain parish. 


There have been very few books refreshing Don 
Camillo and his little world; and author Guareschi 


succeeds very well making his communists 
while making their communism ridiculous. woul 
recommend that The Little World Don Camillo 
put the top your Christmas gift list now. 
will want give everyone. And keep copy 
yourself. And word praise the translator 
very satisfactory version English. 
Grady, 


University Scranton 
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Meadows, Dennis Tudor Underground 
Devin-Adair. Aug. 1950. 365p. $3.50. 

After Henry’s apostasy, Lady Jane Grey’s ill-fated fey 
days and Mary’s short reformation, Elizabeth Eng. 
land came the throne unhappy land 
the old religion had been almost completely rooted 
and where turmoil and trouble were the order the 
day. Elizabeth’s course was devious first, until 
reins power were securely her hands, but then, 
with Burghley and Walsingham her advisers and 
executives, her policy was direct—extirpate the Roman 
faith and build the Established Church. But faith 
and custom and habit were still strong 
many English minds and hearts the Roman Church 
was still the true Church. And Elizabeth and Wals 
ingham moved but slowly. Adherence Roman 
Catholicism and its practices was subject first minor 
fines and then major ones; inheritance 
estates was first difficult and then impossible for 
Catholics; government positions 
court required the Oath Supremacy; finally and 
most insidious all the suspicion sedition was 
tached the missionary priests and the threat 
traitor’s death hung over all who assisted them. Mos 
especially did this apply the new (to England) 
order, the hated Jesuits, whose zeal and spirituality 
were the greatest threat Elizabeth’s plans. But 
spite all many remained true the old church, 
willing suffer even martyrdom for their allegiance 
indeed, there was even revival fervor and 
crease reconciliations due the zeal the 
aries. Tudor Underground tale this counter 
Reformation, not much tale martyrs but rather 
the smaller fry who had live not die under 
cution. 

Hugh Rampling, well-favored son honored 


folk family, had abandoned the practice his religion 
but had taken other. secured post with 


issued the Library, University 
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Book and Classification Author and Review 
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Seeds Treason (Ila) 

John Adams and the American 
Revolution 


Churchill 
Overstreet 
Toledano 


June 


Bowen June 


Sir Francis Walsingham and became the latter’s chief 
the counter-espionage movement against 
the Jesuits and Dr. Allen’s seminary priests. Hugh’s 
future was rosy: his work (persecution was only begin- 
ning first) was interesting; advancement and prefer- 
ment Court were certain; was gradually falling 
love with Walsingham’s young but wholesomely at- 
tractive daughter. But still there was something nag- 
ging his conscience; was not peace with him- 
self, something was lacking. Hugh threw himself into 
his work, including secret mission Rome itself 
where, addition lecherous liaison with com- 
pletely amoral and irreligious, Italian countess, one 
Walsingham’s chief spies, succeeded smuggling 
information concerning the projected Jesuit mission 
England back his chief. 


And then Hugh met some the Catholics for whose 
doom had been working and found them not 
the seditious traitors had been led expect but 
loyal, good and educated Englishmen like himself. First 
was George Gilbert, priest conductor and then 
Father Robert Persons himself—superior the Jesuit 
English mission, capable, zealous, educated, perfect 
leader the partisan type work involved. Hugh 
Rampling the hero the story, Robert Persons the 
central character until abruptly dropped when 
made the mistake advocating armed resistance 
Elizabeth’s policies with the aid Spain and France. 
Information from Hugh saved Persons and Gilbert from 
several traps, including one the English home 
Countess Giulia, whose bed shared while plotting 
Persons escape. Something attracted Hugh Persons 
and Gilbert but, the face increasing unease 
heart, publicly joined the Established Church and 
seemed have chosen Walsingham, who loved him 
and career the government. 


But George Gilbert had won wager from Hugh 
friendly test physical prowess and payment 
went make the Spiritual Exercises under Father 
Persons. After terrific struggle soul Hugh recon- 
ciled the Church and becomes normally devout 


though still troubled Catholic. breaks with Wals- 


ingham and sacrifices all his rosy future work with 
Robert Persons and Edmund Campion, whose martyr- 
When Persons forced out 


dom witnesses. 


Murphy 


England Hugh apprehended and taken the Tower. 
escapes the rack and liberated into exile. There 
remains until better times under Charles when 
returns enjoy his estates under persecution whose 
severity greatly diminished. The book closes with 
Hugh again hiding Mass book and chalice the face 
new threat from the Puritan rebellion. 

Tudor Underground craftsmanlike piece work; 
well plotted, well written, with believably natural char- 
acters; book enjoyed the last page. The 
historical background accurate and the author has 
succeeded getting the panoramic sweep historical 
event well blended into the story without the use 
excessive and awkwardly contrived incident. Only one 
part the story, Hugh’s illicit relations with Giulia, 
awkwardly contrived, but, spite that the book 
seems suitable for all classes readers. 


Murphy, Edward The Song the Cave 
Bruce. Aug. 15, 1950. 214p. $2.50. 


The field “historical has many divisions, and 
writers our time, both Catholic and non-Catholic, 
are finding the Bible rich mine inspiration for 
such writing; they not always know how best 
handle the ore mined justiy their multiplica- 
tion thousands the quiet, economical lines 
which the Bible tells its tales, they may, hoped, 
lead few investigate the original the source 
their stories. Fr. Murphy has had great popular success 
already with the story Mary Magdalene, and 
reverts here the Old Testament tell the tale 
quieter heroine, who has, nevertheless, caught and held 
the attention many poets and artists—ideal the 
adopted daughter Noemi, and ideal the beloved 
of Boaz. 

The Bible story centers, with the always admirable 
economy God’s word, about those three, but “the 
original story”, are told, “has many lacunas, and 
the facile pen Fr. Murphy could not resist filling 
might-have beens”. And the family life Noemi, 
her husband Elimelech, and their sons placed before 
us, and the main Ruth-Noemi-Boaz story framed 
another love story, Orpha and Chelion, and 
stories the temple priesthood and its long war with 
paganism. 

The book can recommended all, though not all 
will prefer the results Fr. Murphy’s “facile pen” 
the stripped narrative the inspired writer. 


Bernard Theall, O.S.B., 
Department Library Science, 
Catholic University America, 
Washington, 
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Walker, Turnley Rise and Walk 


Dutton. Aug. 1950. 95p. $1.75. 


Poliomyelitis one our modern horrors about which 
people have done something that, the average, 
the situation not bad might be. But when 
polio comes the individual strikes with all the 
unalloyed horror, with the terrifying paralysis which 
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its foremost characteristic. When man, such 
Turnley Walker, has been accustomed 
body unthinkingly devotes his mind the an- 
alysis and solution problems and then suddenly 
finds himself “yanked out the relaxed, marvelous, 
commonplace world and set down tiny flat white 
pain paralysis that helplessness and despair are 
his closest Panic, helplessness, pain, fear 
loneliness, despair and ignorance combine against you 
and hope comes only when you have 
Succintly and forcefully Turnley Walker 
gives the bare outline his rendezvous with polio 
and very personal but restrained account leads 
through his paralytic prison the final auto-reclama- 
tion where says: “You relax, and the softness the 
moonlight takes you gently into dream which your 
victory continues forever”. the hands polio suf- 
ferers and their relatives this little account can be, 
telling blow against despair, valuable aid therapy 
adult polio. 
BOOK THE MONTH CLUB— 
MID-SUMMER SELECTION 


Crawford, Marion The Little Princesses 
Harcourt, Brace. July 13, 1950. 314p. $3.50. 

This sparkling story the early lives the world’s 
two most popular princesses told Marion Craw- 
ford their one-time governess. Crawfie, Princess 
Elizabeth York dubbed her, had intended spe- 
cialize child psychology after graduation from Moray 
House Training College Edinburgh with view 
its application among the undernourished poor but, 
chain unforeseen circumstances, she was invited 
supervise the education the two daughters the 
Duke and Duchess York. Crawfie was young and 
active—a great walker—and, like many the service 
the Royal Family, she was Scotch, and these qualities 
appealed the Yorks. 

was with some hesitation that Miss 
rificed her intended life work. self-imposed trial 
period one month with the Princesses 
seventeen years. her observations during this 
time close association with them member 
the household that she now writes. 

Duke York the present King’s status public 
life was relatively obscure. Both and the Duchess 
wanted that way. However, the small family with 
their devoted servants formed tiny kingdom them- 
selves. The parents set family unity and happiness 
first their scheme living. 

Until Crawfie came Lilibet, she known home, 
and Margaret were rigidly managed Alah, their 
nurse, who thought that little princesses should not 
behave like little girls. But Crawfie relaxed the rules. 
Both children were extremely fond horses any 
shape form. 145 Piccadilly they would watch 
from upper storey windows each night for team 
brewer’s drays they drew for traffic lights the 
street below, and then there were their innumerable 
toy horses kept stabled the hallways 145 and, 
later, Buckingham Palace. Their dogs, too, demanded 
and obtained great deal sympathetic understanding. 
Until the abdication Edward. VII life was almost 
idyllic for the York household. This event calls forth 


Crawford 


SELLER 


perhaps the only caustic comments from Miss 
ford she describes the catastrophe that then 
these people who met all the challenges offered 
traditional style. Their acceptance the burden 
office was direct contrast the attitude the map 
who placed the duty which was dedicated from 
birth secondary personal happiness. Buckingham 
Palace, huge, draughty place she pictures 
Crawfie’s position became more determined one 
the King and Queen were forced curtail family 
ionships somewhat. But there were week ends 
Royal Lodge, Christmas Sandringham, and 
Balmoral when they could all themselves. 


The personalities the Princesses take form objectively 
their development followed over the 
are few anecdotes left untold—whether light seriou; 
vein—to describe their individual characteristics 
sympathetic fashion. World War was, perhaps 
the most notable single occurrence that would 
ence their lives. During this momentous time the 
vere kept Balmoral and, later, Windsor Castle, 
escape the worst the They kept 
lessons, played hostesses the household, had 
Guide sessions, and amused themselves and the 
bours with pantomimes for the war cause and 
tained poise and self-reliance that might 
have taken several years acquire. 


Crawfie sees Lilibet’s temper well controlled 
she kind others and protective toward her 
sister. She less demonstrative than 
finds more difficult make free with new 
ances but, once given, her loyalties not swerve 
Margaret, the other hand, gay and possessed 
many talents. Her quick wit and power 
are unpredictable and Crawfie envisions her successfu 
any sphere activity she might have 
palace walls separated her from following her bent 
Monarchial devotion duty especially 


the Queen whose beauty and warmth 


early captured Crawfie’s imagination. Queen 
was preside from afar with kindly interest 
welfare and education her grandchildren. 


Elizabeth’s romance with Philip, which had its roots 
but true fairy tale manner all obstacles were over 
come. Crawfie remained with the Royal Family unt 
after the birth Elizabeth’s first child and then, 
been married herself, she retired live one th: 
grace and favour houses the King, Nottingham Cot 
tage, where both Princesses helped their teacher 
friend set housekeeping. 


Most readers will enjoy Miss Crawford’s book. 
could with profit placed the hands teen-ager 
who might find the Princesses worthy emulation 
many ways. Whatever criticisms Marion 
might have invited this apparent invasion 
privacy, the final conclusion must that 
rendered her readers service bringing 
humourous, refreshing account what, spite 
the external trappings that accompany its 
position, story ideal family life. 


Rosemary McCormick, 
Toronto, Canada 
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Thurburn, Rose The Wilderness Yours 
Morrow. July 26, 1950. 

Miss Thurnburn has fashioned first novel that taut 
and exciting, story that well within the dimensions 
reality and with aware irony that half angry, 
half cynical. The time this tale instant 
news dispatch; but the localities are preserved 
anonymity that multiplies their identity. The Territory 
occupied the Enemy, except for the Mountain 
which held Patkov, peasant and patriot, man 
honor, dignity, and device. The Republic, war with 
the Enemy, needs the co-operation Patkov’s guerillas 
assure the success invasion the Enemy-held 
Territory. Patkov, with the aid arms and am- 
munition supplied the Republic, can divert the 
Enemy forces sufficient strength for the first three 
days, the Republic can establish its beachhead. Patkov 
has two objectives: first, rid his fatherland the 
Enemy; and second, insure freedom spirit and 
flesh for his countrymen crushing out rival leader, 
Kapska, who not above collaborating with the Enemy 
and intends make himself dictator the Territory 
whatever means necessary. Patkov, foreseeing the 
need defeating this totalitarianism personified 
Kapska, agrees create the diversion necessary 
cover the Republic’s invasion liberate the Territory 
from the Enemy condition that, should need 
later, the Republic will grant him aid against Kapska. 


The Republic represented the early negotiations 
with Patkov one its minor assistants the For- 
Department, man named Hilary Slade who early 
his career had acquired knowledge the Territory 
and facility its language. Slade man with 
ambition and cold, self-centered purpose. Although 
warned his superiors make promises beyond 
the immediate necessity, Slade deliberately reluct- 
antly promises Patkoy aid against Kapska, knowing 
that his promise value. But Patkov accepts 
Slade’s word and promises risk his men draw the 
Enemy’s armor away from the beachhead. 


Upon Slade’s return his headquarters, put 
charge the special section, (the “Y” section), set 
handle the invasion details and begins build 
his career, assemble subordinates, establish his 
indispensability. competent and efficient, also 
cold and ruthless. One the two assistants first as- 
signed Slade youthful and energetic Robbins, and 
sent the Mountain organize communications 
and the delivery weapons and supplies Patkov. 
He, well Slade’s secretary, Rose, are convinced 
Slade’s integrity and the justice Patkov’s cause. 


The invasion the Territory the Republican forces 
successful due the success Patkov’s skillfully 
planned and executed tactic diverting the Enemy’s 
main armor during the first crucial days. But the 
fever the following days Patkov forgotten; and 
when the victory celebration held the square 
the Territory’s capitol, the Republic permits and abets 
Kapska seize the government. Patkov abandoned 
all but Robbins, who decides remain with him 
his fight for freedom. 


Too late, Rose, too, realizes that Slade has known from 
the beginning that his promise Patkov was empty. 
attempt arouse public opinion support 


Thurburn Hale 


least rescue Patkov However, Slade has been 
discredited her effort. 

This is, you see, almost the story Yugoslavia, 
Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria, Roumania, 
within our memory. Substitute, for example, Michailo- 
vicz and Tito (Josep Bruz) for Patkov and Kapska; the 
Nazis for the Enemy; but for the Republic does Miss 


Thurburn intend Britain the United States; or, 


haps, composite both? The offices, the administra- 
tive structure, the talk, the attitudes Slade and the 
Republic’s foreign department are recognizably Lon- 
donish, but also somewhat flavored with Washington. 
matter. This penetrating story the com- 
placent betrayal patriot and principle; por- 
trait nation coldly sacrificing cause expedi- 
ency. Miss Thurburn obviously understands such im- 
personality callousness; but cannot condone it. She 
also knows Central Europe and has doubtless watched 
with helpless anger one after another nation has 
abandoned the Kapskas the sacrifice the 
Patkovs recent events. She has put the story 
nation’s betrayal into indeed extra- 
ordinarily well written novel, that once restrained, 
vivid, and calm. Its characterization more than that 
mere allegory; the people have more than 
semblance reality. The Wilderness Yours will 
stir your spirit well your imagination and emotions. 


Grady, 


University Scranton 


Hale, Garth 
Dutton. July 24, 1950. 322p. $3.00. 


Garth Hale’s novel the Nall family, average middle- 
class citizens Alden, U.S. might more explicitly 
retitled “One Big Bore”. The platitudinous story 
has the obvious style school play and about 
much excitement tiddly-winks. lackluster crew 
characters pursue their tedious course action 
the extent 322 pages and little else. 


One Big Family 


its purpose the book explores the irritating situa- 
tions that inevitably arise when three generations share 
the same roof. Contrary Christine Nall’s naive 
assurance that they will all continue live blissfully 
ever after with Gramp and Granny Nall their midst 
love have them, bless their 
presence her husband’s aging parents soon provokes 
unpleasant repercussions their happy home. 


The old folks, self-conscious having accept their 
their son’s generosity, adopt hangdog, martyred air 
such bounty, offer excess whining advice ex- 
change, and continually wag their heads disapproval 
their grandchildren. head the house, Joe Nall 
works himself into choleric rages trying lay down 
the law everyone, finally resorts going out with 
the “boys” escape the habitual conflict, while his 
son and daughter, Bob and Betty, react the varying 
pulls temperament with youthful impatience. Only 
Christine, always the unruffled, sincere clubwoman, 
braves the assault her disposition with invulner- 
able and tiresome Pollyanna cheer. Undaunted alike 
either Betty’s broken engagement and scandalous 
elopement with cabaret dancer, the sudden death 
both her in-laws, Bob’s immature marriage, she 
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veritable sunny rock any crisis—and believable 
cotton candy. But her serene-tempered behavior 
ultimately convinces Joe that acquiescence the better 
part harmony, and the curtain descends the note 
that has learned lesson sorts. 


Thus, ’twixt the whisper grateful sighs and muffled 
yawns, the saga One Big Family glides mercifully 
rest. Only gentle ripple the summer sea books 
will announce its passing. 

Lois Slade, 


Dubuque, Iowa 


* * * 


Zacharias, Ellis M., collaboration with 

Farago, Ladislas Behind Closed Doors 
Putnam. July 21, 1950. 367p. $3.75. 

This book has its sub-title “The Secret History 
the Cold Now that the so-called cold war 
becoming quite warm, not actually hot, the timeli- 
ness the book becomes readily apparent. Like anyone 
who attempts foretell the future this utterly mad 
world, Admiral Zacharias has failed score perfect 
record. does not always reveal the sources his 
information but maintains that has many reliable 
informants and does present his point view 
convincing fashion. 


Evidently not foreseeing the Korean crisis which de- 
veloped June, Zacharias emphasizes what con- 
siders the importance meeting which believes 
was held the Kremlin January 28, 1949. that 
conference, our author maintains, plans were calmly 
laid for war between the United States and the Union 
Soviet Socialist Republics. This war was presumably 
break out between the summer 1952 and the fall 
1956. Stalin said have accepted the predictions 
his economists who foresee American depression 
1954 and world depression 1956. This period 
seemed appeal Stalin the ideal one for the 
outbreak war. The depression and the world war 
would presumably bring about the dissolution capi- 
talism, never forgotten objective socialism. 


The author discusses detail what calls the Stalin 
Doctrine, which was formulated October, 1940. 
According the Plan, certain priority areas great 
value the U.S.S.R. were staked out, presumably with 
the thought that such areas would added the 
First the list was the area containing oil 
deposits and about the Persian Gulf; second place 
was accorded Turkey and the Dardanelles. Sweden 
and the Baltic area were also given preferred rating. 
course true that these are much the same 
the objectives czarist Russia. The point note, 
naturally, that socialistic Russia’s aims are the same 
those the old imperialistic Russia. 

Admiral Zacharias believes that the cold war was begun 
January, 1945; gives the Yalta Conference its 
first battleground (p. 53). decision disre- 
gard the United States and England and recognize 
the Lublin Committee the Government Poland 
made clear, Zacharias believes, that Stalin had de- 
cided pursue independent world policy. 
Evidence given show that Stalin had repudiated 
the Yalta Confercence February 17, 1945 (p. 58). 
The author believes that eight actions taken the 


Zacharias Seghers 


Best 


Russians during the period from February June, 
should have convinced Secretary State 
that the cold war had been initiated Russia 
62-63). The author believes that the ineptness dis 
played Stettinius was likewise practiced Byrnes, 
The period from June, 1945 January, 1947, 
Byrnes was Secretary State, was one which 
Zacharias believes caused damage our 
position the postwar world” (p. 68). 

convincing summary communistic influence 
China, Indo-China, and the Philippines given 
(pp. 115-119). The author believes that 
bomb exploded prematurely Russia October, 
feels certain that the Russians had developed the} 
A-bomb July, 1949; believes that the 
are now making least four such bombs per 
and that they are able make the hydrogen 
(pp. 220-227). has not much faith the Atlantic 
Pact and gives his reasons convincingly (p. 280); he| 
deals rather severly with our shifting policy 
China (p. 288); outlines detail what 
would better foreign policy (p. 
better informed after you have read this book, 
though you may not agree with every recommendation 
made its author. 

Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, 


Chicago, Illinois 
Seghers, Anna The Dead Stay Young 


July 1950. 478p. $4.00. 


Anna Segher’s new novel grim and 
piece work that does not make pleasant reading 
offer much encouragement for the future. tells the 
story Germany from 1918 1945, not 
national relations but studying the moral and 
tural collapse that came with Nazism its clash 
democracy and Communism for the soul the Ger 
man people. The historical record largely taken for 
granted part the reader’s 
ground; instead the book selects six samplings from 
different social levels show the personal consequence 
swastika rule. 

The point departure the murder Erwin, 
Communist, the Berlin revolt his 
mistress, waits vain for him keep 
throughout the later pages she becomes, 
illegitimate son Hans, the means whereby 
spirit kept alive and hovering over the action 
justify the title. This theme and the sympathetic 
drawing Communist characters, contrast the 
emptiness the Nazis, make plain Mis 
Segher’s strong leftist attitude even though she doe 
not parade doctrinaire fashion. 


The plot consists Marie’s life mingled 
stories the five men who killed Erwin. They rep 
resent different strata and are the means whereby the 
sociological study broadened. Von Klemm 
wealthy industrialist who advocates National Socialism 
because considers the winning team. Becker, 
chauffeur, the fawning, tag-along worker impressed 
his superiors and imitative their flexible 
Wenzlow, Von Klemm’s brother-in-law, comes from 
the old military aristocracy and struggles preserve 
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his privileges, taught him and his sister their com- 
mon-sense Tante Amalie, under the new regime. Von 
Lieve, Baltic refugee, lives utility and expediency. 
Nadler represents the soil; farmer inheritance, 
induced the glamor Hitler uniform the 
brutal errands his masters while parasitically letting 
his family and land become dependent the charity 
his crippled brother Christian. 


The picture developed from these characters, with 
their relatives and associates, not pretty one. “Thou 
shalt kill with lust. Thou shalt constantly commit 
adultery that thou mayst beget many sons and strong,” 
one spokesman states two the new command- 
ments; such principles did Nazi society live, and the 
result human nature its sordid worst, driven 
ambition and selfish motives survival and dominance 
without any tempering influence charity spiritual 
faith. Families spy one another; the strong exploit 
the weak; useless members are exterminated; torture 
and brutality any kind become respectable when 
they serve the state. 

What escape from this futility Miss Seghers finds 
Communism hard perceive, but she unrelenting 
her presentation the German loss decency and 
Klemm and Becker end 


and murder after infidelity, fornication, and 


divorce. The brothers Wilhelm and Christian Nadler 
conspire against each other and share the bodily favors 
Wilhelm’s wife before bullet terminates their un- 
natural rivalry. Violent death, either fortuitous 
comes similarly Lieven, Tante Amalie, 
and Wenzlow. the end approaches with the Rus- 
advance, only Marie, her son Hans, and his preg- 
nant fianceé Emmi survive. But Germany 
ally ruined, the country devastated, and the spiritual 
prostration the people offers hope for the future. 


The cumulative effect misguided fanaticism, gross 
and wasted lives forceful and memorable 
for persistent reader. Miss Seghers had im- 
the hollowness all write her book, 
two changes would greatly improve the accomplish- 
ment. One would the provision some more posi- 
treatment than the undercurrent sympathy for 
Communism. The other would greater cohesion 
structure for smoother proto- 
ype proves that the basic plan plot good, but 
Miss Seghers’ use the plan assuredly chaotic. 
Individual chapters are brokenly scattered among 
the several private chronicles, which are 
woven, that one flounders desperately perceive their 
progress. Marie, the most dominant char- 
ater, mechanically unrelated several the 
themes, and the failure tie them all together any 
means other than the common collapse results 
diffuseness. The story consequently hard 
The net effect attentive devotion the 


tightly printed pages horrifying portrait what 
man can make man. The treatment not immoral, 
the several elements already indicated plainly make 
the novel injudicious fare for immature readers. 


George Grauel, Ph.D., 


John University, 


Cleveland 18, Ohio 


Velikovsky, Immanuel Worlds Collision 
Macmillan. Apr. 1950. $4.50. 


The publishing industry the United States has, 
the past fifty years, grown vast proportions. Thou- 
sands books are turned out each year which reach 
enormous reading public. Many noteworthy literary 
contributions, both fiction and non-fiction, popular and 
scholarly, have received the plaudits reader and 
critic. only natural, however, that with such 
growth and expansion publishers’ lists would contain 
books which little advance man’s knowledge 
either himself the world occupies. The bad 
has been bad, and the good, good. But con- 
servative estimate remark that the American pub- 
lishing enterprise has been set back least twenty-five 
years with one publication senseless piece work 
entitled Worlds Collision. The author Dr. Im- 
manuel Velikovsky, man who according the places 
learning attended, and the degrees 
should know better. What worse, though, that 
the future holds store two more supplementary 
volumes like nature, Ages Chaos, and The 


Orbit. 


This present epic attempts sustain theory which 
the author calls The essence 
his thesis that the fifteenth and eighth cen- 
turies, B.C., there occurred series cosmic disturb- 
nces caused the too-close-for-comfort approach 
the earth two heavenly bodies, Venus and Mars. 
The first catastrophic instance, according Velikovsky, 
was the near collision with the earth the 
year 1500 B.C. This approach Venus brought about 
series tremendous upheavals—earthquakes, vast 
tidal waves, raging storms, rain fiery hot boulders 
upon the earth, the destruction all vegetation, and 
the near eclipse man from the face the earth. 


c 


The natural question which springs the reader’s 
mind is: how does Dr. Velikovsky know that such 
series disturbances How does establish 
the basic thesis cosmic catastrophism? Now one 
would normally expect, that, since the elements the 
problem obviously fall within the ken the astro- 
nomical sciences, would establish his views with 
proofs based upon astronomical premises. calcu- 
lating for himself, relying upon the calculation 
others could perhaps, establish mathematically the 
precise distance from the earth planet must approach 
order effect the casual sequence described. 
would show us, then, that Venus passed beyond that 
mathematical limit. would offer tangible evidence 
the utter falsity the proposition, viz., never 
has moved from her appointed planetary rounds, 
proposition held true patently idiotic crew 
gentlemen who comprise the entire field present 
day astronomical research. 


Does resort such means? Not your life. 
Starting from the texts Exodus which plainly speak 
catastrophic occurrences ranges far and wide, 
adducing bewildering welter evidence (sic!) culled 
Chinese, Japanese, Egyptian, Indian, Finnish, Jewish, 
Roman and Greek legends and myths, and even from 
passages out downright fictionists like Sophocles, 


Euripedes, Seneca, and Ovid. This reviewer counted 
one hundred separate souces cited the first fifty-three 
pages. All these sources, according Velikovsky, 
sound the same tocsin. Remove local and racial twists, 
and the legendary stories the world’s races reveal 
soul-shattering encounter between heavenly body 
and the earth. little push here, pull there, and 
our worthy ancestors are agreed that said body was 
Venus, and, moreover, that when Venus actually 
started rove, she was but errant comet. was 
not until after she had made few passes the earth 
that, lady like, she settled down the becoming 
dignity planet. 


All this astronomical bosh is, course, utterly re- 
jected reputable astronomers. not however, 
the author’s disdain for the present day childish belief 
which scientists hold about the constancy the physi- 
cal laws nature that the extreme danger this 
pernicious book lies. Not only our brethren, the 
scientists, have contend with new cosmic theory, 
but what far worse have cope with entirely 
new exegesis one the treasured fonts divine 
revelation, the Old Testament. And what exegesis 
is! One which all Christians, Roman Catholics, 
Jews, and Protestants alike, should reject swiftly and 
conclusively for sly and cunningly contrived 
attack against the entire Judaeo-Christian heritage 
God and the truth that has revealed. 


Mark the account which Velikovsky gives the origin 
the Hebrew appellation for God. Exodus, 
course, Moses was told God that His name was 
Yahweh, the Hebrew for who am”, and the 
same time God delivered unto Moses the Decalogue. 
there grander moment the history the human 
race before the coming moment which 
there was revealed man the supreme existentiality 
God, and the very basis man’s salvation. And 
for our erudite doctor all this but clap thunder. 
The earth, tells us, was great turmoil during the 
days Exodus because the terrible effects wrought 
the approach Venus. Tremendous earthquakes 
occurred accompanied vast roaring noises. 
initial frightful sound was interpreted Moses the 
Hebrew word, Yahweh. The decalogue was but ten 
successive mighty groanings the earth which the 
frightened Hebrews interpreted moral precepts. Nor 
were these natural phenomena limited the near East. 
China, for example the same concatenation 
sounds occurred, the only difference being that the 
reigning Chinese emperor was, thereafter, named 
Yahou, the name inspired, course, the same 
mighty groaning the earth. The Chinese, seems, 
were not silly ascribe them Divine Being. 


The entire book rests the premise that all the literary 
evidence adduced equal rank. Absolutely 
attempt made evaluate the sources. criteria 
are offered their authenticity, gradation 
credibility set up. Vedic hymn, myth from 
Plato’s dialogue, the Timaeus, the Soochow astronomi- 
cal chart, and text from Exodus receive equal cre- 
dence and like interpretations. Two basic exegetical 
principles, the consideration the context, and the 
determination the end the work, are entirely 


ignored. Now Velikovsky realizes that not every 
cal commentator agrees with his interpretations. Unf 
able cite them all, the author brings our 
two explanations, both which according him 
represent the Common exegetical tradition. One 
Rabbi Maimonides, great Jewish Theologian 
twelfth century, and the other Baruch Spinaza. 
men dismiss the Biblical tales catastrophe 
amples Jewish tendency metaphor. Such 
Maimonides and Spinaza claims, could never have 
curred; nature, its immutable laws, absolutely 
cluded them. They are but inventions the 
imagination. But, Velikovsky says, 
The Jews did not imagine the stoppage the sun, 10, 
rain honey manna, and the parting the 
They actually did occur, and know it, 
glibly asserts, because all the other races Williams, 
them exactly the same terms. Ah, here 

for whom the Bible literal account real recreat 
The Old Testament nothing more than true the Unitec 
count catastrophes visited upon the Jews period 

wholly natural agency planetary emergence 
catastrophism becomes the Velikovskian God. Out 

the symbolism Venus emerged Jewish 
and the celestial antics Mars the 
mythological ground Christian angelology. plishing 
“Higher Criticism” has finally reached the has develo 
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these cosmic churnings occurred, our author claim 
they did, why that have badly misread 
misinterpreted the Scriptural texts? Now Dr. 
sky besides having studied archaeology, medicine, 
and biology, well grounded psychoanalysis. 
person then, would take umbrage 
theory “collective amnesia”? Just the individu 
human being shoves the unpleasant far back 
his unconscious possible, also have the races 
the world, once survival from catastrophic seemed 
sured, gradually forgotten these horrendous upheaval 
Subjective accounts colored with racial fabrication 


gradually evolved through the centuries, making limitations, 
necessary for scholar the proportions Dr. 
kovsky spend ten years separating the pace 
the chaff. Owen Gler 
This book ridiculous jumble tion who 
Waldemar Kaempfert, the New York Times had been 
editor remarked, one might even suspect the author 
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prize literary hoax were not for the fact that 
evidently did spend ten years 
Moreover incredibly dull book. reads ver 
much like college sophomore’s history 
choppy paragraphs. But with all, very dar 
gerous book. The pseudo-erudition which chokes 
pages can very well obscure from the ordinary lad good 
who has neither the time nor the facilities for become 
its sources, the vile and pernicious conclusion was alsc 
advances. The book ought belong the Index who the 
Prohibited Books. sturdy 
Thomas McTighe, 
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